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BUSHWALKING
RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN

Risk Register

School: 

Supervising teachers/staff:

Program/Excursion:

Year Level:

Dates:

Location(s):
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Identified Risk 
Category

Risk Description Existing Controls RatingRatingRating Treatment 
Priority

Action Plan 
Mitigation 
Strategy

Responsible 
Person

Treatment

What is the risk 
area, activity, 

event, situation or 
parameters?

Describe the risk 
event, cause/s and 

consequence/s

Describe any existing policy, 
procedure, practice or device 

that acts to minimise a 
particular risk

Effectiveness of 
existing 
controls

Risk 
Consequences Risk Likelihood

If control 
effectiveness is 

poor or 
unknown 

provide further 
treatment

Plan to be 
implemented to 
minimise risk

Who is 
responsible to 

minimise & 
manage risk if 

situation arises?

For those risks requiring 
treatment in addition to the 

existing controls. List:
 What will be done?
 When will it happen?

A Student 
becomes lost 

during the 
activity

During the activity a 
student goes off the 
track and becomes 

lost

At the beginning of the walk 
students are informed to 

NEVER walk off the track. 
A Staff Member is assigned as 

Leader and one as Whip – 
students stay between Leader 

& Whip
All students & Staff issued 

with Whistles

Satisfactory

Poor
Unknown

Major
Moderate

Minor
Insignificant

Almost certain
Likely

Unlikely
Rare

High

Medium

Low

Students are to 
be fully 

supervised 
throughout the 
entire activity

Staff from 
Individual 
Schools

The activity will be stopped 
immediately

Students brought together
Appropriate treatment will be 

implemented
Search initiated

If required, school, parents, D 
of E, Emergency Services and 

President notified
A Student 

becomes lost 
during the 

activity

A student is lost

It is clearly explained to 
students that if they are lost 

they are to:-
STOP, SIT DOWN & blow 

their whistles as loud as they 
can until a staff member finds 

them

Satisfactory

Poor
Unknown

Major
Moderate

Minor
Insignificant

Almost certain
Likely

Unlikely
Rare

High

Medium

Low

Students are to 
be fully 

supervised 
throughout the 
entire activity

Staff from 
Individual 
Schools

The activity will be stopped 
immediately

Students brought together
Appropriate treatment will be 

implemented
Search initiated

School, parents, D of E, 
Emergency Services and 

President notified

A Student 
becomes injured 

as a result of 
running

Students decide it is a 
good idea to run 

during a Bushwalk – 
maybe they have 
found something 

interesting, the end is 
in sight or they want 

to race

During the activity instruction 
it is clearly explained to the 

students that under no 
circumstances are they to run 

during the bushwalk

Satisfactory

Poor
Unknown

Major
Moderate

Minor
Insignificant

Almost certain
Likely

Unlikely
Rare

High

Medium

Low

Students are to 
be fully 

supervised 
throughout the 
entire activity

Staff from 
Individual 
Schools

The activity will be stopped 
immediately

Students brought together
Appropriate treatment will be 

implemented
If required, school, parents, D 
of E, Emergency Services and 

President notified

A student falls 
over on the 
undulating 

ground causing 
injury

During the excitement 
of the activity a 

student moves about 
without full 

consideration for the 
surrounding & 

unfamiliar 
environment

Students are reminded that 
they are in a State Forest & on 

Bush Tracks and they are to 
walk at all times

They are to be aware of the 
environment at all times

Satisfactory

Poor
Unknown

Major
Moderate

Minor
Insignificant

Almost certain
Likely

Unlikely
Rare

High

Medium

Low

Students are to 
be fully 

supervised 
throughout the 
entire activity

Staff from 
Individual 
Schools

Students will be stopped 
immediately

Appropriate treatment will be 
implemented

Student isolated from the 
group & under strict staff 

supervision if they continue to 
runSAMPLE



Identified Risk 
Category

Risk Description Existing Controls RatingRatingRating Treatment 
Priority

Action Plan 
Mitigation 
Strategy

Responsible 
Person

Treatment

What is the risk 
area, activity, 

event, situation or 
parameters?

Describe the risk 
event, cause/s and 

consequence/s

Describe any existing policy, 
procedure, practice or device 

that acts to minimise a 
particular risk

Effectiveness of 
existing 
controls

Risk 
Consequences Risk Likelihood

If control 
effectiveness is 

poor or 
unknown 

provide further 
treatment

Plan to be 
implemented to 
minimise risk

Who is 
responsible to 

minimise & 
manage risk if 

situation arises?

For those risks requiring 
treatment in addition to the 

existing controls. List:
 What will be done?
 When will it happen?

Changes in the 
Weather

While participating in 
a Bushwalk the 

weather suddenly 
changes & has a direct 

impact on the 
Bushwalking 
experience

Staff MUST have current 
knowledge of weather 

forecasts
Groups MUST BE adequately 

prepared for a variety of 
weather conditions during their 

bushwalk/s i.e. Wet Weather 
Gear, Good Shoes, Food, 

Water
Staff carry 1st Aid Kits on 

ALL Bushwalks

Satisfactory

Poor
Unknown

Major
Moderate

Minor
Insignificant

Almost certain
Likely

Unlikely
Rare

High

Medium

Low

Students are to 
be fully 

supervised 
throughout the 
entire activity

Staff check 
students prior to 

departure to 
ensure they are 

adequately 
equipped

Staff from 
Individual 
Schools

If the weather changes during a 
Bushwalk:-

Keep the Group together, 
Prepare the Group Early, Find 
Shelter if necessary, Consider 
Escape Routes, Staff to locate 
vehicle if necessary, Continue 
to Walk, Appropriate treatment 

will be implemented if 
required

Return to Camp ASAP if 
necessary

Bushfires
A bushfire is started 

within the forest while 
on a Bushwalk

Under NO circumstances is a 
Bushwalk conducted beyond 

the Centre Property on a day of 
Total Fire Ban

Weather conditions are 
comprehended prior to the 

walk

Satisfactory

Poor
Unknown

Major
Moderate

Minor
Insignificant

Almost certain
Likely

Unlikely
Rare

High

Medium

Low

Students are to 
be fully 

supervised 
throughout the 
entire activity

School Staff

Victoria Police

CFA & DSE

Keep the Group together
Cease walking, consider ALL 
Escape Routes & evacuate the 

Forest
GNOEC Activate Emergency 

Management Plan
All staff to follow the 
directives issued by 

appropriate authorities

Dehydration
A student becomes 
dehydrated during a 

bushwalk

Ensure that there is enough 
water & food for every 

individual within the group
Stop regularly for water & 

snacks

Satisfactory
Poor

Unknown

Major
Moderate

Minor
Insignificant

Almost certain
Likely

Unlikely
Rare

High

Medium

Low

Students are to 
be fully 

supervised 
throughout the 
entire activity

Staff from 
Individual 
Schools

Stop the Group
Get everyone to eat & drink

Appropriate treatment will be 
implemented if required

Sunburn
Students &/or Staff 

Members are sunburnt 
during the activity

All students & staff are 
reminded to Slip, Slop, Slap 

prior to a bushwalk especially 
during Summer, Autumn & 

Spring
Everyone is to wear a hat 

during a bushwalk
Sunscreen to be applied before 
& during a walk & as required

Satisfactory

Poor
Unknown

Major
Moderate

Minor
Insignificant

Almost certain
Likely

Unlikely
Rare

High

Medium

Low

Students are to 
be fully 

supervised 
throughout the 
entire activity

Staff from 
Individual 
Schools

Stop the Group

Sit down in a shady spot & 
apply sunscreen

Get everyone to eat & drink

Appropriate treatment will be 
implemented if requiredSAMPLE



Identified Risk 
Category

Risk Description Existing Controls RatingRatingRating Treatment 
Priority

Action Plan 
Mitigation 
Strategy

Responsible 
Person

Treatment

What is the risk 
area, activity, 

event, situation or 
parameters?

Describe the risk 
event, cause/s and 

consequence/s

Describe any existing policy, 
procedure, practice or device 

that acts to minimise a 
particular risk

Effectiveness of 
existing 
controls

Risk 
Consequences Risk Likelihood

If control 
effectiveness is 

poor or 
unknown 

provide further 
treatment

Plan to be 
implemented to 
minimise risk

Who is 
responsible to 

minimise & 
manage risk if 

situation arises?

For those risks requiring 
treatment in addition to the 

existing controls. List:
 What will be done?
 When will it happen?

Hypothermia
Students &/or Staff 

Members experience 
hypothermia

Assess weather conditions
Ensure everyone within the 

group is adequately equipped 
for the walk

Monitor the group throughout 
the walk

Carry appropriate 1st Aid 
equipment

Satisfactory

Poor
Unknown

Major
Moderate

Minor
Insignificant

Almost certain
Likely

Unlikely
Rare

High

Medium

Low

Students are to 
be fully 

supervised 
throughout the 
entire activity

Staff from 
Individual 
Schools

Stop the group
Remove the entire group from 
the Weather Elements ASAP

Get everyone to eat, drink and 
rewarm

Assess, monitor, protect & 
treat patient

Appropriate treatment will be 
implemented if required

Snake Bite
Students &/or Staff 

Members are bitten by 
a snake

Talk to the group about the 
possibility of snakes in the area
Enforce that no-one is to leave 

the track at any stage
Students paired up

Satisfactory

Poor
Unknown

Major
Moderate

Minor
Insignificant

Almost certain
Likely

Unlikely
Rare

High

Medium

Low

Students are to 
be fully 

supervised 
throughout the 
entire activity

Staff from 
Individual 
Schools

Stop the group
Remove the entire group from 

the immediate area
Assess, monitor, protect & 

treat patient
Appropriate treatment will be 

implemented if required
School, parents, D of E, 
Emergency Services and 

President notified

A student lacks 
interest in the 

activity

A student becomes 
disinterested in the 

activity and distracts 
other students which 

can lead to injury 
towards or frustration 

from the other 
student/s

Supervision
Student is isolated from the 

group until he/she is willing to 
participate in a safe & 

appropriate manner

Satisfactory

Poor
Unknown

Major
Moderate

Minor
Insignificant

Almost certain
Likely

Unlikely
Rare

High

Medium

Low

Students are to 
be fully 

supervised 
throughout the 
entire activity

Staff from 
Individual 
Schools

Student isolated from others 
within the group

Staff Member talks to student 
to gain an understanding of 

their behaviour
Student & Staff Member work 

together to continue & 
complete the activity

Impatience Students are impatient 
during the bushwalk

Students are informed that 
bushwalking is a team activity 
and that everyone must help & 
support the group throughout 

the walk

Satisfactory

Poor
Unknown

Major
Moderate

Minor
Insignificant

Almost certain
Likely

Unlikely
Rare

High

Medium

Low

Students are to 
be fully 

supervised 
throughout the 
entire activity

Staff from 
Individual 
Schools

Students informed that they 
MUST walk & work together 

at all times
If students continue to be 

impatient they will be isolated 
from the group

Risk Treatment Priority Table
Use the table below to decide the overall risk rating and represent the priority of the each risk for treatment.

SAMPLE



Cons
eque
nces

Major

A Student becomes lost 
during the activity

Bushfires

Snakebite

Cons
eque
nces

Moderate

Dehydration

Sunburn

Hypothermia

Changes in the Weather

Cons
eque
nces

Minor Impatience

A Student becomes injured as a 
result of running

A Student falls over on the 
undulating ground causing injury

A Student lacks interest in the 
activity

Cons
eque
nces

Insignificant

Rare Unlikely Likely Almost certain

LikelihoodLikelihoodLikelihoodLikelihood

Treat Monitor

SAMPLE


